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‘This racist profit 
system has stolen yet another child, this time the 
lite of eight-year-old Melissa Ortega. She and her 
mother were walking down the street in the Little 
Village neighborhood on January 22 when they 
got caught in a gang-related crossfire. Melissa was 
Struck twice in the head. A system ruled by the big. 
‘gest gangsters ofall time, the bosses, will foster vio- 
Tence against our class. 

"To amass profits, bosses must farce our class 
to work under dangerous working conditions, and 
endure equally miserable living conditions, push- 
ing millions of workers into an early grave, These 
horrific capitalist conditions -social murder and 
imperialist wars create the perfect storm for gang 


EDITORIAL As fascists fight fascists, 
workers must choose communism..p2 


MEXICO PLP applies dialectics to 
transform reality..p3 


violence. 

‘Capitalism is a genocidal system propped up 
by racist, sexist exploitation, inequality, and war. 
Violence enables rulers to oppress workers, ruling 
over us with fear and impunity ONLY in a society 
where education, resources, and means of produc- 
tion are all in the name of nurturing and fostering 
from each according to commitment, to each ac 
cording to need we will no have conditions that 
lead to gang violence. The ultimate murderers are 
the bosses, who must he smashed through com 


Little Village is primarily a Spanish-speaking 
lower-income working class community. The boss- 
es are trying t0 gontrily this historically neglected 
‘rea, with an added effort t rid gangs- The bosses 
Want us to buy into the racist myth of Black-on- 
Black erime, to convince us that Black and Latin 
workers are “violent” and “criminal” to justify po- 
lice terror and mass incarceration. 

However, we must not forget itis the capital- 
ists who make wars, and glamorize and sell vio- 
Tent culture. It is the capitalists who attack us with 
poverty and police terrar. It is the capitalists who. 
Sell the guns, and who place them in the hands af 
arms dealers and gang members, degraded work- 
‘ers, killing our class sisters „brothers, and children 
în mainly Black and Latin neighborhoods. 

‘The following Monday, a friend of Progressive 
Labor Party (PLP) and a resident of Little Vilage 
texted a Party member to attend a press confer. 
ence called by his organization to demand justice 
for Melissa, Word was quickly spread; four PLP 
members and two longtime friends of PL, attend- 
ed. Everyone was outraged and called on local pol- 
itcians to demand mental health clinies før their 
community but predictably nane came. 


‘Those of us in the Party have been working in 


es and mass organizations in order to win workers 
to the necessity of communis revolution to crush 
this rotten system and al its misery 


‘We distributed 30 copies of CHALLENGE while 
speaking with many workers present, One woman 
thought that wel havea better society iwe all had 
the same religion. Another woman thought that 
Jack of mental health clinics was the problem. Over 
half of the city's public mental health clinics closed 
in 2013, under the watch of racist former mayor, 
Rahm Emanuel. This lack of access definitely plays 
a part, as many working class youth who are op- 
pressed and alienated are deprived of resources 
tha could help them emotionally and socially 
Meliss mother, Aracelia Leanos, said in a 
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OUR FIGHT 


“Progra Labor Party (PLP) fights to 
destroy expat and the dictatorship of the 
‘pial cass We oranze workers, soldiers 
and youth nto a revolutionary movement far 


2The dictatorship of the working diass — 
onnan can provide sting selin ta 
the disaster that i today's word for blions of 
people. This canot be don through ela 
Pls but reuies a revolutionary movement 
anda mass Red Army lad by PLP. 


2 Woridwido capitalism, in lis relentless dave 
for probit, etably leas 1o war fast, 
overt, disease starvation and environmental 
destruction. The capitalist claas, through its 
Sate power ~goverameats armies, pale, 
tehoate and altura alana nda 
iip onet the works workers The capital, 
‘Geta supports and iesupported bythe 
anti working-class elo frac, eo, 


Tatonalisrn, individualism and reign. 


“Ail the bosses and their mouthpieces 
aim “ammo dead" pains the 
eal are for lions world Capitali. 
‘returner fo Russia and China because socialin 
Felaned many aspects o the prola systern, ke 
‘rags amd privege. Russia amd China did not 
‘Gulch etna, 


2ommunsm means woridng ocliertiveiy 
to build a worker run sce We wil abo 
Sherk for wages money and pros, While 
‘pial ped unemployment, 
cornmunis neds everyone to conte ae 
Share in solely benef and bundens 


‘Commie means abolishing race and 
‘he caer of race" Capitalism tes racism to 
super-epll lak Latin, Astan and indi 
‘os worker, and Vode entie working 
p 


roman means abolishing the speriat 
ppeesion of women senim and dive 
gender roles rated by the clas soeiety 


roma means solaing nation and 
‘tonal. One international worang dls 
‘ne wold one Party 


rome means that he minds af mit 
Tiems of workers must become free frora reli- 

ons false promises, unsesentii thinking and 
patson Ideology, Communism wil tarp 
‘he the mansa af workers enn use Ihe sclece 


a dialectical materialism to understand, ana. 
Ize ami change the world 10 sect their peed 


and aspirations 
‘commune means the Party leads every 


peet fs For this to wark. ons of 
acheta — eventually everyone — mast become 
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As fascists fight 


fascists, workers must 
choose communism 


On January 11, the US. Justice Department—a le- 
thal weapon for the worlds most deadly state terrar- 
ists, che U.S. ruling class—announced a new division 
to target “domestic terrorism.” One year after the as- 
sault on the Capital by loyalists of Donald Trump, the 
vicious battle between two factions of U.S. capitalism 
is getting even hotter Controlled by the liberal fascist 
basses and their Democratic Party, at least for now, 
bath the Injustice Department and the US. Congress 
have launched sweeping investigations of Trump and 
his top confederates. These finance capital liberals 
also known as the Big Fascists (see glossary; page 6), 
Are taking another step toward full-blown fascism. 


To date, more than 700 people have been arrested 
for their roles in the January 6 rebellion. including 375 
for felonies (Washington Post, 1/11). Eleven Trump 
associates have been charged with crimes (CNN, 
7121121). The New York Times, the liberal bosses lead- 
ing propaganda machine, is making a case to charge 
‘Trump himself with a scheme to confiscate voting 
machines (2/1). Thisis just the beginning, The Big Fas- 
cists’ media are calling for new laws t0 more severely 
prosecute any and all threats to their agenda (TIME 
ra. 

Inthe fight between Big Fascists and Small Fascists, 
‘our lass must be clear-eyed about capitalist democ- 
racy. We do not hold state power. Capitalism is a dicta- 
torship against the working class, while communism 
‘will mean the dictatorship of the working class. Only 
then do we get to decide how to run society Make 
communist revolution with the international Progres- 
Sive Labor Party. 


Big Fascists, big problems 


‘The Big Fascists, represented by the largest banks 
and multinational companies like ExxonMobil and 
Google, are tied to the old liberal world order and 
expansive U.S. imperialism. To protect their trillions 
in profits, and to counter rising imperialist gangs in 
China and Russia, they bankroll 750-plus armed bases 
around the globe and spend more on the U.S. miliary 
than the next 10 nations combined (aljazera.com, 
9/10/21) big potential advantage in the next world 

But unlike China and Russia, the Big Fascists are 
hobbled by splits in their ranks. The myths of liberal 
democracy--free and fais” elections, a govemment 
that "plays by the rules"--constrain them. Meanwhile, 
the Small Fascists, the domestically oriented capital- 
ists framed by Trump, are Iree to mare openly cheat 
an steal their way into power while leveraging gutter 
racism and sexism to mobilize their base. The January 
‘insurrection was a warning shot of more to come. To 
prepare for war and build a united. patriotic, mulrira- 
cial military, the Big Fascists need to use their legal ap- 
paratus ta crush the Small Fascists and discipline the 
‘whole capitalist lass. 

1f and when they succeed, the liberal rulers will 
proceed to the second essential element of fascism: 
An all-out campaign to mislead, pacity and attack the 
‘working class, first by eliminating communists and 
anyone else not with the program. The Joe Biden ad- 
ministration’ offensive against “domestic terrorists,” 
including modern Klansmen like the Oath Keepers, is 
aimed both to destroy the Big Fascists enemies and to 
‘confuse the working elass. As CHALLENGE consistent- 
Iy points out, the liberal bosses are the most virulent 
racists and our most dangerous class enemies, Why 
is that? Because they have a greater ability to deceive 
honest, anti-racist workers, and a far greater-and 
proven--eapacity for mass murder, from Hiroshima to 
Vietnam to Irag. 

While the liberal rulers stil have the loyalty af their 
generals and more “dark money” than the Trumpers 
to buy elections (NYT, 1/29), there is no guarantee 


they will come out on top, After continuing to bungle 
the bosses’ response to Covid-19, Biden is deeply un- 
popular. Though the Republicans are a minority party, 
they already control the U.S. Supreme Court and most 
State legislatures, They appear likely to retake the US. 
Senate (cnn.com, 11/21/21) and the House of Repre- 
sentatives this fall (New York Post, 12/31/21). Trump is 
a narrow benting favarite to be returned to the White 
House in 2024 (bonus com, 2/1) 


For the Big Fascist liberals, a Small Fascist sweep, 
wouid have dire implications for what's left of the old 
US, empire. As president, Trump was soft (to say the 
least) on Russian President Vladimir Putin. He showed 
disdain for traditional U.S. allies and is distrusted by 
liberal bosses in Europe and NATO. As more ihan a 
hundred thousand Russian troops have massed on 
the border with Ukraine, Small Faseist Republicans in 
Congress are showing no appetite for inter-imperialist 
confrontation. Said Congressman Matt Rosendale of 
Montana: "Despite claims by war hawks on both sides 
of the aisle, it îs not in our national interest to spill 
‘American blood and treasure in Ukraine” msn.com, 
12), 

As Russia advances on Ukraine and expands its 
military influence in Africa (enbe-com, 9/13/21), and 
China becomes the ally of choice for bosses in the 
Middle East (New York Times, 272), the Big Fascists 
may be running out af ime, 


Liberal democracy = liberal fi 
cism 


In the history of cass society going back to the an- 
cient Greeks (the slave-owning forerunners ofthe US. 
Founding Monsters), democracy has always been a 
dictatorship af the ruling class. Today's liberal democ- 
racy is an absolute dictatorship of the finance capital- 
ist bosses. When the Big Fascists cry that democracy is 
under threat, it means they are fearful that their con- 
trol isin jeopardy. 


Voting is a can game to foster the illusion that 
workers decide what happens in society. Little more 
than a year after Biden was elected as the “compas 
Slonate™ alternative to Trump, hes commited one 
anti-worker atrocity after the next: normalizing Covid 
slaughter, caging children atthe border, cheerleading 
for more funding for killer Kkkops. 


But that's business as usual under capitalism 
What’s new i that the liberal rulers--divided, corrupt, 
getting weaker by the day -are seeing that they can no 
longer govern in the ald way. Though they'd prefer to 
keep the charade of democracy, they cant allow it to 
usher their Small Fascist rivals into power. (i's worth 
noting that Adolph Hitler became Germany's chancel- 
Tor thtough democratic elections, though the Nazi Par- 
ty never polled more than 37 percent ofthe vote) The 
U.S. Justice Department’ renewed focus an domestic 
terrorism is a preliminary move to put the liberals in- 
ternal competition out of business and. sooner than 
later, to go after other "enemies of thestate,” including 
Progressive Labor Party. 

‘We will never liberate the working class from the 
bondage of capitalism as long as we hold illusions 
about what we contol, Under liberal democracy, the 


Capitalist bosses own our labor and the means of pro- 
duction. The rulers control the institutions of the state: 
the government, the media, the schools, the military. 
What we contral is our ability to build class unity and 
consciousness by advancing class struggle. Our Party 
and our class are fighting back fom Haiti to Colombia. 
to Pakistan, from Mexico to East Africa. Wee expos 
ing the dead-end identity politics that Black mayors 
are weaponizing against Black and Latin workers in 
Los Angeles and Chicago and New York and Newark. 
Smash the rulers’ democracy! Fight for communist 
Join PLO 


Teale dialing gala 
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Torrance PD, Rotten to the core! 


Torrance, CA, January 30—Workers and 
Progressive Labor Pary (PLP) members refused 
to stay silent since racist, sexist, homophobic, and 
anti-Semitic text messages by Torrance police of- 

ers, going back to 2018, were revealed to the 
public. In the spirit of fightback, two mutual aid 
organizations, which PL members work in, called 
for a rally at Torrance City Hall. The rally called at- 
tention to the racist and sexist history of not just 
the Torrance Police Department (TPD) but the 
entire capitalist system that policing upholds. Un 
der capitalism all KKKOPS protect the ruling class 
and their property and uphold a system that relies 
fn racist super-proñits. They routinely criminal 
ize Black, Latin, Asian, and immigrant workers to 
ensure that our class brothers and sisters remain 
exploited and fearful. Only with communist revo- 


lution will workers have the power to weed out 
capitalism, the root of all crime and oppression, 
and smash racist police once and for all 


A history of racism 
in the Torrance PD 


‘This whole texting scandal came to light when 
the department started investigating former of 
ficers Cody Weldon and Christopher Tome, who 
spray painted a swastika on a car impounded in 
a mail fraud investigation. So far 13 officers have 
been named by the Los Angeles District Attorney's 

'e as being active in the text exchanges, includ 
ing Anthony Chavez and Matthew Concannon, 
who murdered a Black man, Christopher De'Andre 
“Mitchel in2018. No one has been charged but thus 


far criminal cases these officers were involved in 
have been dismissed (LA Times, 12/08/21) 

These disgusting text messages show the con- 
tempt cops hold for the working-class communi- 
ties they patrol. This sta case ofa few bad apples 
but a system that is rotten to the core. 

Racism means: 
we have to fight back! 

About 30 people showed up for the rally; which 
had loose plan for chants and speeches. Select re- 
form demands included firing all officers involved 
in the text messages, creating a civilian oversight 
commission; and, ultimately, abolition of the po- 
lice. While we understand these measures won't 
solve the crisis for the working-class, making these 
demands helps our class instil confidence in each 
other, our fellow comrades, and sharpens our con- 
sistent struggle and fightback 

A PL member led most of the chanting and 
encouraged people to speak on the bullhorn. The 
PLer gave a brief speech about the history of police 
and argued that to ultimately get rid of racist polic- 
ing we need to organize to overthrow capitalism. 


Participants responded enthusiastically and some 
said later that tnis was the first action they had at- 


tended and they were eager to participate in the 
future. 

The mass groups who organized the action 
mainly focus on direct mutual aid but also see 
homelessness, poverty, and police harassment 
as tied to this oppressive, capitalist system. Party 
‘members must be bolder in pushing for our revo- 
lutionary line as we build community support and 
fight side by side for reforms. 

Eventually our class will see a communist revo- 
Jution, but we can only do tha by building an inter- 
national working-class party. Join PLP and worker 
by worker, we will smash this racist system’ 


Comrades in Mexico applies dialectical materialism to transform reality 


The Progressive Labor Party (PLP) collective in 
‘Mexico participated in a forum on dialectical ma- 
terialism organized by teachers from the National 
Coordinator of Education Workers, as part of their 
pedagogical, philosophical, and political training. 
About G0 secondary school teachers and workers 
from other areas participated. 

At the beginning ofthe meeting we thanked the 
attendees for their presence. We introduced our- 
Selves as an international communist party made 
up of workers from all over the world that has al- 
‘ways joined in the resistance of teachers against 
the bosses’ attacks. We reported on the struggles 
the party has participated in and organized in Mex- 
ico, such as the strikes at the National Autonomous 
University of Mexico (UNAM), at a car factory, and 
in neighborhoods in the Valley of Mexico. 


Smash capitalist ideology 
with worker's science 

Two comrades from the Party presented the 
laws and categories of dialectical materialism - a 
philosophy that equips us to make sense of the 
‘world and the reality in which we live in order to 
transform it. We criticized the superficial and pro- 
capitalist ideology pushed by the media, the uni 
versities, and all the think-tanks of the capitalist 
System. One teacher asked if UNAM was on that 
list. We responded that many of the leading cadres 
ofthe recent governmentsall trained at UNAM! We 
also argued that a distinction should be made be- 
tween the students, professors, and workers who 
fight against the bureaucracy and the academic 
elite who control that bureaucracy and serve the 
Interests of the capitalist elass. 

To explain the categories of appearance and 
essence, we explained that the current liberal gov- 
ernment of Morena, in appearance, is pro-working 
class butin essence, like all governments under the 
capitalist system, serves the interests of the ruling- 
class. As an example, we explained that social pro- 
grams have been used to infiltrate communities, 
Weaken their organization, and co-opt leaders to 


DIALECTICAL 
MATERIALISM 


Tts Laws, Categories, and Practice 


Tra Gollobin 


Revolutionary philosophy 
for the working class 


weaken resistance to President Andres Manuel 
Lopez Obradors mega-projecis: the Mayan tain, 
the Dos Bocas refinery, and the Interoceanic Cor- 
tidor that all represent the interests of local capi- 
talists and imperialists, mainly from China and the 
United States. 

‘A colleague asked how these categories could 
be applied to the teaching process which sparked 
avery important discussion. Teachers noticed that 
în appearance, students are trained so that they 
can complete a degree and find a “decent” job. 
But in essence few students "succeed." making the 
educational system a failure for the working-class 
and beholden to the needs of the capitalist system. 


Teachers also questioned the current situation of 
the union, They pointed out that in appearance it 
is very combative and defends the interests of its 
members, but in essence it is paralyzed and does 
nor fight. 

When we talked about similarity and differ- 
ence, we referenced how the Covid-19 pandemic 
has affected the working-class much more than 
the capitalist class. Although we are biologically 
and physiologically similar, our social and life con- 
ditions are very different. Our class could not stop 
working, particularly those of us who work in fac- 
tories or in service industries When we got siek, we 
did not have access to timely and quality medical 


Resolve capitalist contradictions 
with communist revolution 


Then we reviewed the laws of dialectics. We 
talked about the contradictions present in natural 
and social processes. Though the main contradic- 
tion of capitalism exists between bosses and work 
fers, currently what determines things in the world 
is the contradition between the imperialists. We 
explained that contradictions are only resolved by 
intensifying them. 

When we spoke of the negation of the nega- 
tion, we described how capitalism had negated the 
previous social system, feudalism, and that com- 
munism would negate capitalism. Each histo 
change moved us towards a higher stage. 

At the end we distributed our newspaper, 
CHALLENGE and invited teachers to join a PL 
study circle. Two teachers mentioned that the fo- 
rum had helped them to understand many of the 
processes that took place in their communities, 
Such as the appropriation of common land at the 
hands of private companies or the unhealthy qual- 
ityof processed food made attractive by marketing. 
Participation in the forum motivated our collective 
and that night we made new plans to continue the 
dialectical process of building a new society ~ a 
‘communis society 
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nae gmal.com 


worn 


PO Box 508, Boop, NY 207 


pap CHALLENGE « 


Covid-19 under 
capitalism will continue 
to spread 


cone-14 under captate vat continue to spread. tne 
‘world is now approaching the mark of two full years of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. The thirst for profit and the comps 
tion between different capitalist factions and countries has 
left large segments of the world populatin susceptible to the 
coronavirus infection. Many hundreds of millions of unvace 
nated people, and now with the Omicron variant millions of 
Vaccinated people, too, are getting Covid-19. 

‘This unchecked spread of the viras is deadly for our class- 
the working clas. As long as it ean continue to infect people, 
‘variants will arise. We have to look ont for our class by keeping 
zach other safe. The bosses of the ruling cass are preaching 
individualism and encouraging us to engage in activities they 
know wil spread the virus and likely lead to more variants. As 
workers, we can socialize and meet and march in ways that 
Still guard against the spread of the coronavirus and its vari 
ants: We can fight for the safest conditions possible where we 
work or go to sehool and we can build a movement led by the 
working-class to fight to ger rid of this system once and for all 
‘with communist revolution. 


Capitalism spreads the virus 

‘These variants are a result of multiplication of billions of 
viruses with subsequent mutations in RNA as these viruses 
replicate. Every time the virus infects a new person it makes 
bilions of copies of selt. We should not be surprised to see 
wave after wave of variants as long as the SARS-CoV-2 virus 
has room to multiply This happens because as a virus multi 
plies, changes in the viral RNA occur spontaneously. Isome of 
these variants become more contagious, they become dami- 
nant and may be able to evade the immunity induced by vac 

“Mutations accur when viruses are in an immunocompro- 
‘mised host and when they can infect many people. In the fast, 
case, the immunocompromised person’ immune system is 
unable to rid the body of the virus, or to do so quickly. That 
gives the virus more time to infect more cells and produce 
More copies of itself potentially producing more mutations. It 
is similar when many people in a population are infected. The 
Virus may have less time in a single host before the immune 
system reacts but has more opportunities ta mutate in more 
bodies. Mutations could also bestow the ability to become 
‘more transmissible, making it easier far the virus to infect oth. 
rs, or more severe, meaning its more likely those infected will 
Tequire hospital eae or die” (Global News, 4/28/21). 

‘The current situation is a textbook case of a variant gen: 
erator, “the chance a vaccine-resistant strain will emerge is 
highest in a scenario that combines three conditions: First, a 
large portion of a population is vaccinated, but not everyone. 
Secand, there's a lot of virus circulating, And third, no meas- 
ures are in place 1 curb potential viral transmission fram vac- 
inated people” (Business Insider, 8/1/21) 


The bosses know; they don't care 


‘The ruling-class knows the dangers of the activities they 
continue to promote. "The threat of Covid-19 means you 
should avoid eating and drinking in public if you can. More 
interactions between potentially infected people will give the 
virus more pathways to spread and potentially mutate" (WS), 
1) 

As long as the suling-las is in power they will put their 
‘needs for profit and desire to keep themselves in power over 
‘the needs ofthe working-class and the suffering will continue. 
As workers, we have to look out for each other and fight t0 
make the needs of'our class primary O 


Israel-Palestine: 


Zionism leaves 


fighters injured over 
racist borders 


BURIN, WEST BANK, PALESTINE, 
January 21-A group of 30 Jewish fight- 
ers, mostly over the age of 70, as well as two 
members of Progressive Labor Party (PLP). 
showed antiracist solidarity with the Pal- 
estenian working class in the village of Bu- 
fin. They helped plant new olive rees where 
old ones have been uprooted. 

Immediately; a group of settlers, armed 
with clubs and a firebomb, attacked, all in 
the name of zionism All forms of national- 
ism is a deadend ideaology for our class; we 
need Jewish- Muslim unity against racism. 

The small Palestinian village of Burin, 
near Nablus, for several years has sufered 
many attacks by setlers from the nearby 
highly illegal Israeli far-right settlement, 

'Givat Ronen.” - The setters brutalize the 
locals and destroy their property and livel 
hood, including uprooting olive ees -a ma- 
jor crop raised by the Burin's hard-working 
residents, 

The Israeli military, ever-present in the 
West Bank, never protects the villagers - but 
(quickly protects the settlers if the villagers 
tty to defend themselves 

This type of nationalist racism is not 
new to the international working class, Just 
as we see across capitalist borders around 
the world, bosses will claim rights to land 
în the name of profit even if it means turn 
ing a blind eye to this robbery or executing 
four class sisters and brothers. Only with 
communism. when we smash nations and 
borders will we be free of racist violence and 


murder. 


Israel STILL guilty of racism 
The entire event was recorded on video 


and was quickly on the news. While in racist 
Īsrael, attacks on Palestinian villagers usu: 
ally go unnoticed, an atack on elderly Israeli 
peace activists does enter the news 

This caused a major political uproar in 
Israel, as even many Israeli liberals felranger 
aver the cowardly and savage attack. Many 
called on the government to remove the il 
legal "Givat Ronen” settlement, which over 
looks Burin, and to arrest the settler thugs. 
Nothing has been done so far 

The Israeli police force, which has re- 
cently been exposed for spying on political 
dissidents, and regularly spies on Palestin- 
fans, could have easily located and arrested 
the fascist thugs. However, apart fram an 
niine outery (rather than actions) fram 
certain politicians, Israel's liberal “Govern 
ment of Change” has done nothing to deal 
with these criminals and their - once again 

highly illegal setilement. 

Liberals and cops will never defeat fas- 

cists, as liberalism and fascism are nwo sides 


of the same rotten coin, and as cops often 
are fascists themselves or at minimum corn 


plicit in protecting fascist controls, The only 
tray forward is revolution by building an in 
ternational communist party PLP! 

A good starting point would be to invite 
younger antiracisis to political events, to 
train against fascist pogroms, 

In the Jong run, we must build a evo 
lutionary. movement to smash capital 
ism and fascism with the only alternative: 
communism. © 


Continued from page 1 


statement that the shooter was a victim of 
the system himself and forgave him, knowing 
that he will have to live with her daughters 
murder for the rest of his life. But the fact is 
that we are all victims of capitalism with its 
racist and sexist culture of individualism, 
unemployment, underemployment, 
Schools and medical care. 

And yes, the shooter, 16-year old Emilio 
Cortipio and his 27-year-old accomplice, 
are victims of capitalism. But we still have a 
choice: become communists and join PLP in 
building a communist movement where we 
tum the guns around on the bosses ta get rid 
a this rotten system of capitalism. We have 
to intensify our efforts to win our class to 
the Party or we sun the risk of more workers 
joining the reformist dead-end of capitalist 
politics and becoming politicians fr the su- 
per-rich capitalists, turning to religion, racist 
Eynicism, or even joining the predatory street 
gangs. 

The list af casualties keeps getting longer. 
Under capitalism, “justice” looks like killer 
cops like Jason Van Dyke serving a six year 
Sentence then being set free for "good behav 


Memorializing Melissa 


Fight back against 
gangster capitalism 


ior" after shooting Black teenager LaQuan 
MeDonald 16 times. Kyle Rittenhouse being 
declared ‘innocent’ by the US. court system 
after kiling two antiracists in Kenosha, Wis- 
consin. Which side are we on? 


Choose the working class 

Be they the cops and sheriffs, the “Legal 
foot soldiers for the capitalist lass who killed 
working-class youth like Adam Toledo in the 
streets of Chicago or Valentina Orellana Per- 
alta and Daniel Elena Lopez in Los Angeles 
Or whether they are the perty capitalist-influ- 
enced gangs, we have to ask ourselves which 
Side are we onthe capitalists or the interna 
tional working class? 

1 you choose the international working 
class, join PLP and continue to build the in- 
ternational communist movement to achieve 
a better world—a communist world where we 
take care of each other and help each other 
‘each our human potential. Itis our respon- 
sibility as communists to win our young 
friendsin Little Village and everywhere to join 
PLP and fight for ajustfuure.0 
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Remembering Larry Cutler: 
When competition 


gave way to communism 


Long-time Progressive Labor Party (PLP) mem- 
ber Larry Cutler died on January 6, 2022 at the age of 
189, He was a welfare worker who joined PLP inspired 
by his experiences in the 1967 New York City welfare 
workers strike. He helped build multiracial unity be- 
Tween welfare workers and welfare recipients at the 
Bushwick welfare office. 
He understood that only communism could bring 
workers together worldwide to build an egalitarian 
without racism or sexism. To that end be invited 
ny workers to PLP activities and distributed CHAL 


THIS VALENTINE'S DAY, 


WILL YOU SEIZE THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION 


WITH ME? 


Show some love for Progressive Labor Party 
by donating. Scan the QR code or go to www. 
tinyurl.com/donate2plp. Follow us on social 


media! @PLPchallenge. 


LENGE to many more, 
A terrific baseball player 

Larry was a terrific baseball player. He excelled at 
Taft High Schoolin the Bronx and later at City College. 
Aher graduating from college, Larry played prates- 
sionally for the Chicago White Sox and Pittsburgh Pi 
Tate minor league teams. In sports he was extremely 
competitive. An all-star in the minors, he was en 
shined in the City College of New York sports hall af 
fame. He continued playing ball until he was in his 
carly 40s. He was the second baseman for our office 
Softball team. He was an allstar in the welfare work- 
fers league. When Larry retired years later, a player 
from another office spoke at the retirement party say- 
ing in part he had never sen anyane turn a double 
play like Larry 


A terrific communist organizer 


Larry brought his same fire and energy to his ac- 
tivities in PLE When the Party asked all Of us to sell 


more copies of CHALLENGE, Larry was among those 
who sold the mast, When we were asked to produce 
"shop" papers, he had one ready almost every week, 
He did this by having a daily plan of where and when 
he would seli the paper and how to get the shop paper 
done. 

Larry brought scores of workers to Party events— 
May Day Marches, Workers Action Movement and In 
ternational Committee Against Racism meetings and 
other gatherings. He believed in building a mass party 
and that meant inviting 
in a variety of Party activit 
placed our Party newspaper, CHALLENGE, on news. 
Stands, in bodegas laundromats et, all around NYC. 
He carried out these plans to the best of his ability 

Heis survived by his wife Darlene, sons Davey and 
Tony, his grandchildren and ex-wife Gloria. He is re- 
membered by countless coworkers, friends, and com- 
rades. 

Larry had both the strengths and weaknesses we 
all have. He had the desire to do what was needed to 
build the Progressive Labor Party. We say that its what 
you do that counts; on that score, Larry did alot 
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Book review 

Under capitalism, 

science is turned 

into a microcosm 
of inequity 


‘CAPTAUSM IS TREVIRUS COMMUNISM ISTHE CURE, 
oc eat 

In tne weryreadapie he Disordered Las: 
mos, A Journey into Dark Matter Spacetime, 
‘and Dreams Deferred (2021), author Chan 
da Prescod-Weinstein gives a wonderful 
introduction to the great questions af how 
the universe works. How does time work? 
Why are there so many different quarks that 
make up matter? What can dark matter be 
that prevents spiral galaxies from collaps- 
ingon themseives? 

The book is an even greater history and 
analysis onthe insidious effects that racism 
and sexism have on science under capital- 
ism. The author's mother is from the Car- 
ibbean, her father Jewish, and the author 
gew up in East Los Angeles. Following 
Education at Harvard, she faced teachers 
and students along the way who openly de- 
lared her mentally incapable of majoring 
în particle physics. In a field dominated by 
white men from bourgeois and petty bour- 
geois backgrounds, Chanda, a non-white 
working-class woman, was told she could 

ever be equal a dismissal so many work 
fers face under a capitalist education system 
that deems intellect as solely for a select 
few. Under communism, education will be 
rid of its elitist chains and knowledge wili 
come from and be far the working-class 


Science is political 


Physicsis not"pure science” untouched 
by capitalism. but an embodiment of the 
individualist, racist and sexist social rela 
tions of capitalism. Under capitalism, the 
field of physi itself has long been stripped 
ofits halo and ceased asking "the big ques- 
tions” about the nature of the universe that 
Chanda honors with reverent awe. Under 
capitalism, physicists are reduced to wage- 
laborers of military research, developing 
ever more lethal weapons like drones and 
hhypersonie missiles to massacre other 
workers in looming imperialist wars for 

rolit. Irrespective of an individual scien: 
fists intentions, the seiences today serve 
only the imperialist system that the revo- 
lutionary communist Progressive Labor 
Party (PLP) is organizing internationally 10 
smash. 


Chanda is relentless in exposing the 
racist and sexist practices that have rippled 
through the history of scientific discov 
fen. She constantly exposes the rapacious 
Capitalist imperialist system that has rav. 


Continued on page 7 
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LETTERS 


about their experiences 


We encourage all CHALLENGE readers to send in letters and articles 
fighting the bosses worldwide. 


nN 
ORGANIZE 
ON COMPANY TIME 


BOSS MAKES A DOLLAR, 
T MAKE A DIME 


Wherever you live, work, or attend school, organize for 
communsim artwork by: @tahithakarol 


Popular culture not Poitier 


propagated capitalist ideals 
nt Sid 


A few thoughts on the exc 
ney Poitier piece in CHALLENGE, 


‘This is a wonderful analysis of how 


popular culture is used to propagate the 
ideas thatthe ruling class wants us to 
absorb. Using the characters that Pok 


tier played throughout his career helps to 
highlight this point in a very clear way, 


Tdo think after reading this piece again 


that while the author of the piece makes 
lear that Poitier's "offscreen life, hard- 
Ty conformed to the pacifist image he 
projected in his most popular ims" the 
headline, at least in my reading, gives the 
impression that Poitier personally agrees 
with the ruling class goals 

I think it is important to distinguish 
between the character and the actor 
Again, in my view, the headline might 
have sounded bener were ito say “Sid 
ney Poitiers film character, no hero for 
antiracist fightback 

1 am not so sure that Paul Robeson 
would have objected strongly to Pite's 
Characters given his own history in films. 


prees 
Wally passed the torch, 
comrades keep flame of 


communism burning bright 
nthe February 2 article on our be- 
loved comrade, Wally Linder, CHAL- 
LENGE called him “the last surviving 
founder of the revolutionary communist 
Progressive Labor Party (PLP)." Waliy's 
huge contibution to our organization 
and the international communist move. 
‘ment is indisputable. But in point of far, 
he was one of a handful of founders oF 
the Progressive Labor Movement in 1962. 
Taree years later, PL organized is first 
‘convention to become a full-fledged party 
with communist central and a formal 
political line By thar point, it founding 
circle had expanded to include numerous 
‘ther comrades, many of whom are still 
with us today. 


panan 


2022 MLA Convention: Communism or barbaric capitalism 


More than 50 years afer it was 
formed in the era of the Vietnam War, 
the Radical Caucus (RC) of the Modern 
Language Association (MLA) is alive 
and kicking as new U.S. imperialist wars 
begin to boil against Russia and China. 
Progressive Labor Party (PLP) has been 
a leading foree in the RG since the 19805, 
our presence showing the importance of 
a long-term approach to work in a mass 
organization At the January 2022 (most 
iy online) MLA Convention, once again 
PL brought to the MLA Radical Caucus 
both the "hand line” of revolutionary 
‘communism and the “flexible eties” of 
building a communist base among lib- 
ral professors. 
“Keywords" for 
communist struggle 

PLers and friends played important 
roles in many sessions, analyzing how 
Capitalism shapes the conditions under 
‘which teachers of literature think and 
Work. Ina session honoring Richard 
‘Ohman, a staunch Marist who helped 
found the RC, we emphasized how his 
work as a scholar and organizer made 
him part of the “ed line of history” In 
a session on “Antiacism and the Fu 
ture of the Profession,” a PLP member 
urged the teaching of literary texts and 
contests that open up "the communist 
horizon. 

‘The “New Keywords for Our Strug- 
gle" session featured a Per who crit 
cally and terminally diagnosed the term 

white privilege" as capitalist propagan- 
da antithetical to antiracism. Invoking 
the revolutionary class-conscious po. 
ery of Langston Hughes, the PLer con- 
cluded that only communist revolution 
canend "systemic racism." Another pan- 
list analyzed “solidarity” as a cantinu- 


LP 


ing goal of multiracial fightback rather 
than a taken-for-granted liberal value, 


Communist politics 
spreading, 
tactics evolving 

In the session “The Languages of 
War, Genocide and Climate Collapse” 
several PLP comrades urged from the 
panel and the floor that we see these 
urgent fights as “communism or barba- 
rism.” Our friends who spoke there were 
also fred up with that urgency, and we 
are following up with them about join- 
ing the Party as the concrete expres: 
sion of their anticapitalist polities. Two 
professors wed never met before asked 
to know more about PLDs political line 
analysis) and history. 

In the past, the RC concentrated 
mainly on bringing antiracist, antisexist, 
and pro-working class resolutions be 
fore the Delegate Assembly. New devel: 
‘opments have changed our tactics. Cov 
id-era restrictions on group gatherings 
reactionary changes in the MLA Con- 
stitution making it near-impossible 10 
raise and pass political resolutions; the 


proletarianization of faculty; the resur- 
gence of ami-capitalist activism among 
Young people—these changes have led 
the RE fo broaden is focus 


Younger faculty and 
adjuncts step forward! 


‘The highly spirited RC meeting at 
the end of the convention, attended by 
33 people, developed this altered ap- 
proach to organizing all year rather 
than only at the annual convention. 
‘The RC Steering Committee has been 
‘expanded to include younger teachers, 
mostly adjuncts. Inspired by a young 
elementary school teacher who spoke 
bout the need forthe RC to be “really 
radical” we discussed an agenda for 
2022 to move us from thought into ac: 
tion, This will involve bringing faculty 
into students'and workers’ struggles 
unionization among academic and 
nonacademic campusworkers; benefits 
for adjunct faculty; more study groups 
interrogating the" keywords" of current 
socal justice movements; involvement 
in campaigns tomake the bosses pay for 
Covid-19 safeguards; the urgency of at 
tacking climatecollapse and sharpening 
inter-imperialst rivalry, 

‘The challenge facing communists 
in the RC is to bring to these reform: 
level struggles over theory and practice 
an understanding of the need to join a 
‘communist party and fight to abolish 
capitalism. A world without borders; 
‘without racist and sexist hierarchies: 
Without toxic individualism and aliena- 
tion. While some literary works contain 
glimpses of this better word, it is our 
writing, teaching and organizing task in 
the MLA 10 being literary people into the 
Party, PLR which ean make it a reality. 


GLOSSARY 
COMMUNIST TERMS 


cism 
Capitalismis response to 
a crisis of their system, 
when the basses can no 
longer sustain the cha- 
rade of liberal democ- 
racy and resort to more 
direct contol and state 
terror instead. Fascism is 
marked by the ruling cap- 
italisis disciplining “their 
own ranks to serve the 
urgent needs of the capi- 
talist state and weathe 

the crisis. To defend their 
system from intemal and 
External threats, they use 
ʻi the means available in 
their state apparatus, i 

cluding violence. To build 
unity within thelr elass 
and loyalty from workers 
they rely on nationalist 
polities and calls for sae- 
Flic. Their strategy is to 
mislead the working class 
to kill our working class 
sisters and brothers în the 
next inter-imperialist war. 


Big Fascists 


The Big Fascists are the 
dominant finance capi- 
talist faction of the U.S 
ruling class. They repr 

sent the wealthiest and 
most powerful bosses in 
the U.S, including multi- 
national banks like Chase 
and Citibank, multina- 
tional oil companies like 
ErwnMobil, the big au- 
tomakers, Boeing. Ama- 
zon, and the major media 
companies. As the domi- 
nant grouping since Worid 
War Il, the Big Fascists 
were the architects ofthe 
liberal world order with 
the U.S. bosses on top. 
‘Their dominance rests on 
U.S. financial and military 
power and is strategie 
Control af the Middle East 
and the fow af oil ro Eu- 
rope, Asia, and Africa. To 
sustain this dominance, 
they need 10 rebuild a 
huge, multiracial military 
for inter-imperinlist war, 
most likely with China 


Small Fascists 


‘The Small Fascists are a 
group of domestically ari- 
feted U.S. capitalists who 
are challenging the Big 
Fascists over the direction 
of US. imperialism. Since 
Their interests are less tied 
to controlling the flow of 
il, they are against heavy 
taxation to keep troops 
inthe Middle East and in 
general oppose costly mil- 
itary bases and invasions 
They're willing to rely on 
a smaller, whiter army 
backed by nuclear weap- 
ons and the Air Force 
They use open racism to 
build a political following, 


Bean cialnega e 


makiya NY n202 
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Science is 
political, political 


struggle is 


Continued from page 5 


aged the lives of workers, especially Black, Latin, i 
and women workers, all over the world. She makes 
Several sharp points like: "If Black people are insis- 
ible, how come the police are so good at shooting 
our friends and family..-The starting point might be 
to avoid looking at the differences between people, 
and instead focus on the system that implies ex- 
reme differences” 

Chanda punctuates her analyses with her love 
and thirst for studying the wonders of the universe. 
And itis amazing and dazzling! The observable uni- 
verse has no center! Space and time are inseparable 
from one another, and “spacetime” itself is curved! 
However, the joy of these advances is lessened by 
how many workers are shut out from learning about 
the world. “We lose people because too often there 
arent enough victories and moments of joy and fun 
for those of us who are from communities that his- 
tory kicked to the conton fields, trails of tears, unsafe. 
street corners, prisons, and death at the hands of 
State actors and vigilantes. Itis hard to see the won- 
ders of the universe through the social crud. 


Political struggle is scientific 
Chanda correctly blames the structural racism 
within capitalism for the poverty that oppresses so 
many Black people, refugees, single mothers, chil- 
dren and trans workers. Chanda states we should be 
able "to see the night sky and be inspired by the uni- 
verse as it really is. k should be a human right, nota. 
luxury for the chosen few.” She also writes, “People 
need to know that we live in a universe that is bigger 
than the bad things that are happening to us- 
Chanda says in her professional ife she is afraid 
of what would happen if she really spoke her mind. 
That is why we need a Party like PLE, that unites 
the working-class. You cannot beat the bosses in- 
dividualiy. The Disordered Cosmos lucidly attacks 
the capitals system all the way through, so it was 
a disappointment to see on the last page her call for 


scientific 


2 
The 
Disordered 
Cosmos 


A Journey into 
Dark Matter, 
Spacetime, & 
Dreams Deferred 


Workers need to study and apply the 
science of dialectical materialism, so we 
can free ourselves from the shackles of 


sexist capitalism 


peace" three timesin the last paragraph as her final 
stand 

Chanda, and all workers, must subscribe to 
CHALLENGE and organize our efforts scientifically 
using dialectical materialism (see page 3) to demol. 
ish capitalism and set up a communist system in 
which everyone can strive to reach their full poten- 
tial. The Disordered Cosmos is a good introduction 
for workers to the “big questions” of both political 
struggle and the nature of the universe itself, and 
a rich text for Party study groups on dialectical 
materialism. 


RED EYE ON THE NEWS... 


Imperialist fight over Africa continues 

The Economist, 1/29- In Burkina Faso the first 
sign was gunfire echoing from army bases in Oua- 
gadougou, the capital, on January 23rd. The gov 
femment had been dissolved and the constitution 
suspended ... The president, Roch Kaboré, has not 
been seen and is thought to be under arrest, In his 
place came a new strongman, Lieutenant: Colonel 
Paul-Henri Sandaogo Damiba, an infantry officer 

France has deployed about 5,100 soldiers 
along the southern edge of the Sahara. The French 
troops are backed by commandos from America 
and from other European countries. The UN has a 
force of about 15,000 peacekeepers in Burkina Fa- 
sob neighbour, Mal. All of these foreign soldiers 
are batling alongside local forces to hold back 
insurgents loosely affliated with al-Qaeda and Is 
Tamic State. In Burkina Faso more than 1.5m people 
out ofa population of 21m have been forced to flee 
their homes in the past three years. 


Inter-imperialist rivalry destroys Syria 
Brookings, 1/27-Ten years after the start of 
the Syrian war, the tol in death, destruction, and 
human misery is hard to acknowledge. The war is 
dragging on and the country remains divided 
The U.N. in2021 documented aver 350,200 deaths, 
calling it “an under-count of the actual number of 
killings” since the tally followed strict guidelines 
requiring the deceased's full name, date of death, 


and location. Another tragic tally: Over half of Syr- 
jas prewar population has been forcibly displaced, 
with over 6.8 milion refugees and some 6.7 million 
internally displaced persons (IDPs). 

Most of the refugees are in neighboring Jordan 
(670.000), Lebanon (844.000), and Turkey (3.65 mil 
lion). Turkey remains the worlds largest hosting 
country (over 4 million -. but, on a per capita basis, 
Lebanon and Jordan are first and second globally 


U.S. considers options as rivals challenge 
Foreign Affairs, 1/18-The United States is an 
overstretched hegemon, with a defense strategy 
that has come out of balance with the foreign pol 
iey it supports. China has accelerated is eflorts to 
overturn the balance of power in Asia. Biden ended 
the U.S. war in Afghanistan, a decision he justified 
by arguing thatit was time to refocus attention and 
resources on the Indo-Pacific. Relations with U.S. 
allies followed the same pattern: the administra- 
tion dropped U.S. opposition to the Nord Stream 
2 gas pipeline linking Russia and western Europe, 
wagering that ending a contentious dispute with 
ier to win Berlin's coop- 
eration vis-à-vis Beijing. The Trump administration 
made a major shift in U.S. defense planning, argu- 
ing that the Pentagon must relentlessly prepare for 
a conflict against a great-power challenge par- 
ticularly from China «Biden's Pentagon likewise 
spent 2021 focusing on how to deter or defeat Chi 


Germany would make ite 


CAPITALISM 


BREEDSSIISM 


RACISM 
IMPERIALISM! 


FIGHT | 
FORA 


PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY 


nese aggression, withdrawing scarce assets such as 
missile defense batteries from the Middle East, and 
making longer-term budgetary investments meant 
to “prioritize China and its military modernization 
as our pacing challenge. 

Gov't vs. organized crime - we see no 
difference! 

Los Angeles Times, 1/25-Journalists across 
Mexico took to the streets Tuesday to condemn the 
Killings of colleagues and demand that authorities 
do more to protect news gatherers in one of the 


world’s most dangerous countries for the press. 
Protesters in more than three dozen Mexican cit- 
ies hoisted images of slain journalists and chanted, 
"You are not alone!” “Triggering the denuncia- 
sions were the slayings of two journalists within a 
‘week this month in the northern border city of Ti- 
juana, long a bastion of organized crime, corrup- 
tion and violence against the press 

Since the year 2000, the press advocacy group 
Aricle 19 has documented the killings of 148 Mexi- 
‘can journalists whose slayings may have been re- 
lated to their work. Many of the victims covered 
crime and the links between gangs and corrupt po- 
lice or lawmakers More than 95% oferimes against 
journalists in Mexico go unpunished, according to 
the New York-based Committee to Protect Journal- 
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This article ìs a republication and originally ap- 
peared in CHALLENGE in February 2020. The les- 
Sons here are worth reprinting, revisiting, relearning 
every year: 


1 was out of my Jim Crow experiences as a 
young Negro woman, experiences likewise born of 
‘working-class poverty that led me to join the Young 
Communist League and to choose the philosophy 
‘of my lite, the science of Marssm-Leninism—that 
philosophy that not only rejects racist ideas, but is 
the antithesis of them. - Claudia Jones 


One of the biggest lies the capitalists have ever 
tried to teach generations of working-class people 
is that Black workers did not play a critical role in 
communist history, This is because the bosses 
‘will ALWAYS try to perpetuate the idea that work- 
fers should remain divided by race. However, we in 
Progressive Labor Party (PLP) know that multiracial 
unity has ALWAYS been the most effective way for 
‘workers to overcome the effects of racial exploita- 
tion and oppression. Claudia Jones, a Black female 
leading member of the Communist Party (CP) for 
decades, represents the heroic efforts in fighting 
racism and sexism fom the 1930s to 1960s, just a3 
her polities also point toward the weaknesses em- 
bedded in the strategy of international commu- 
nism many years ago. The main weakness in the 
‘ld communist movement that is evident through 
looking at Claudia Jones is that they did not under- 
stand the need for one international! party LED by 
Women and Black and Latin workers to unite and 
fight directly to overthrow capitalism and establish 
a communist workers state. 


Formation as a communist 


Like thousands of other workers in the eariy 
1900s, Jones and her family emigrated to New York 
City from Trinidad in the Caribbean. Jones was an 
avid student and started writing eariy on. She had 
‘dreams of college, but as a daughter of a garment 
worker who died too young, she started working 
herseifatayoungage The revolutionary vision and 
struggle of the communist movement appealed t0 
her; and in 1938 she joined the Young Communist 
League and became active in the movement to 
defend the Scottsboro 9, a group of Black tecnag 
ers, who were falsely accused of raping two white 
‘women in Alabama. 


A multiracial. communistled movement 
tumed the "Scottsboro Boys" into an internation- 
al cause for millions of workers all over the world 
în win their freedom. But just as the communist 
movement was at is sharpest point of winning 
workers around the world to workers revolution. 
they began to retreat politically into a "popular 
front against fascism’ and Claudia Jones became 
part of that larger retreat. 


Leadership in the Communist 
Party USA & fascist McCarthyism 

In 1987, Jones joined the editorial staff of the 
‘communist Daily Worker, rising by 1938 to become 
editar of the Weekly Review. After World War I 
Jones became executive secretary of the Womens 
National Commission, and secretary for the Wom- 


en's Commission of the Communist Party USA 
(CPUSA). In 1953, she took over the editorship of 
Negro Afairs, a CPUSA journal However, if anti- 
racism and internationalism had been the central 
premise af the GP's strategy, they would not have 
had the need fora separate journal to address "Ne 
gro Affairs,” because all affairs of the working-class 
Are touched by racist capitalism and super-exploi- 


Despite the shortcomings of the party's line, 
Jones organized women workers and gave leader. 
ship within the Communist Party USA on the ways 
super-explaitation of women could became central 
to the Party's theoretical development. She is per- 
haps best known for her seminal essay appearing 
in Political Affairs, "An End to the Neglect of the 
Problems of the Negro Woman!" in which she took 
to tak liberals, progressives and her own Party for 
nor suficiently recognizing the super-xploitation 
of Black women under capitalism and their leader: 
ship in working-class struggles, writing: 
The bourgeoisie is fearful of the militancy 
of the Negro woman. and for good reason 
The capitalists know far better than many 
progressives seem ta know: that ance Negro 
women begin to rake ation, the militancy of 
the whole Negro people, and shusoftheantt 
imperialist coalition, is greatly enhanced, 
Viewed in this light, i i nor acidental thar 
the American bourgeoisie has intensified its 
oppression, nor aniy of the Negro people in 
general, but of Negro women in particular 
Nothing so exposes the drive to faseizatian 
în the nation as the callous attitude which 
the bourgeoisie displays and cultivates 1o- 
wand Negro women 
1n 1948, Jones, along with several other lead- 
ers of the Communist Party USA, was charged for 
Conspiracy to overthrow the U.S. government, Over 
the next seven years, the federal government con- 
victed, imprisoned in Ellis Island, and ultimately 
deported Jones—but not without an international 
‘movement launched to free her and thousands of 
other communist and progressive working-class 
organizers imprisoned during the fascism of the 
McCarthy period. 


Fighting British racism 
& imperialism 
Following WWI, Caribbean immigration to the 


Challenge Periodicals, 


‘Make check or money order to: 


PO Box 808, Brooklyn, NY 11202 


‘CHALLENGE strives to be the commu- 
nist paper forand by theinternational work- 
ing class. We call on all readers, supporters, 
and comrades to submit class struggle arti- 
‘les, analytical pieces, original photos and 
‘graphics, letters, and political cartoons. 

The next deadline is the Friday 
evening of February 11. Send to desafio. 
cchallenge@ gmail.com. For some guidance 
and house style rules, please go to www.bit, 
1y1338ZJow 

All submissions are open to collec- 
tive discussion, struggle, and change, 
See box on page 2 about fighting for 
collectivity and against a cult of the 
individual, 


ated Kingdom increased and Black and Aslan 
immigrant workers faced brutal racism upon arriv- 
al. Signs reading "No Irish, No Coloured, No Dogs 
Tiered the streets of London businesses and apart- 
‘ment buildings for rent. Attacks an Black youth 
by white mobs and police officers were common. 
Working in London in the 1950's and 60s, Jones, 
‘lifelong communist and self-deseribed Marxist- 
Leninist, tirelessly organized several anti-racist, 
anti-imperialist campaigns. 

Realizing the importance of celebrating work- 
ing-class culture, Jones founded the West Indian 
Gazette, a popular newspaper that built a base 
among Caribbean diaspora workers in Britain and 
back home, with a circulation of 15,000. In 1958, 
following the killings of Black youths and riots in- 
stigated by racist white mobs in the Notting Hill 
neighborhood of London, Jones and others or- 
ganized a carnival in response tothe violence as a 
‘means of unifying the Black Caribbean community. 

Claudia Jones died in December 1964, her 
health gutted by the years of political persecution 
and incarceration in the U.S. He legacy was imme- 
diately felt by working-class communities around 
the world and condolences poured in, from WE B- 
‘DuBois, Paul Robeson and Amy Ashwood Garvey to 
Mao Zedong, whom Jones had met on a delegation 
to China. Claudia Jones remains an example af how 
the leadership of Black workers, especially Black 
‘women, is key to the future of building a commu- 
nist society: Paul Robeson expressed his admiration 
for Jones thusly: 

t was a great privilege to have known Claudia 
Jones. She was a vigorous and courageous leer of 
the Communist Party ofthe United States, and was 
very active in the work for the unity of white and 
coloured peoples and for dignity and equality, espe 
‘ally for the Negro people and for women. 

Tis fiting that Jones is buried next to Kal Marx 
in Highgate Cemetery in London. Following her de 
portation, Jones wrou 

Twas deported from the USA because as a Negro 
woman communist of West Indian descent, 1 was a 
thorn in their side in my apposition to Jim Crow rac 
ist discrimination against 16 million Negro Ameri- 
cans in the United States, in my work for ress of 
These grievances. for unity of Negro and white work 
fers for womens rights 

‘As communists we should all be that thorn 
in the side of capitalism—so sharp as to make it 
bleed o 
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